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Having arrived in Tokyo at the beginning of October, I have now been here for almost three months. I
will return to Berlin , Germany , where I teach at the Freie Universitaet Berlin , by mid April of next
year. Currently, I teach a weekly graduate course on Lusternik-Schnirelmann category for foliations, a



subject that nicely mixes homotopy theory and differential-geometric topology.

As the subject of my course suggests, I was invited by Professor Tsuboi. I am really happy to have the
opportunity to teach and do research at this famous university. I do enjoy the lively, enthusiastic
atmosphere in Professor Tsuboi's research group very much, although, because of my lack of
proficiency in Japanese, many of the verbal exchanges escape me.

Although I like Japanese very much, I find it difficult to store newly learned words or expressions
effectively in memory. This is one point which limits me in grasping more of the Japanese culture,
which I access mostly by refering to resources written in English.

In Japanese art and culture, but also in everyday life, I really enjoy and love the attention payed to
make even the smallest detail perfect. You can see this expressed in Noh performances, but also in the
preparation of for example sushi rice or looking at the gardens that people keep with so much love and
effort. I hope that this tradition will not disappear.
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