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Alexander Ivanov 2% B 2%

I was born in a city called Yaroslavl' in Russia. I studied in Moscow (which is another city, about

300 kilometers from Yaroslavl'). The place I have got my undegraduate and postgraduate degrees is
called Moscow Phisical-Technical Instutute (Fizteh for short).

I don't know whether your department isperienced in having Fizteh as a visitor. If not you did not miss
much as they are notable for their arrogance (I actually hate them). Luckily enough I was educated as
applied mathematican (I have started in partern recognition), so I did not have a chance to become
sick of pure math. at the University (how you would call it now). After graduation I worked at an
institute belonging to the Russian Academy of Sciences (I fact I as still working there, just on a
temporary leave for the last ten years or so).

I visited a number of instiutios like Chicago, Michigan, Cambridge (I mean the real one), Kyoto for
some time and I am at Imperial College London (again, the real one, not London Ontario) for the last
seven years. [ have been in Japan before for a number of occations and spent reasonable period time,
so my impresion of Japan is spoiled and of no particular interest.

All I can say is that Japan (and Tokyo particularly) is very additive for a foreigner. Certainly your
department is a great place, but I am sure you know this already.

Vladimir Romanov % B Z(#%

I am from Sobolev Institute of Mathematics of Siberian Division of Russian Academy of

Sciences (Novosibirsk). I have visited Japan for several times mostly in Kyoto University. I was in
Tokyo two times also before with very short visits (for one week each). Now I am Foreign Special
Visiting Professor at the University of Tokyo for 3 months, so I have time to be acquainted with
professors of the University and enjoy fruitful discussions and a joint research work with my
colleagues. I like my Japanese friends Yuusuke Iso, Masahiro Yamamoto, Gen Nakamura, Kasuel
Onishi, Masaru Ikehata and others those work at the same scientific field where I do also. We are
familiar more than 10 years, more exactly, beginning with International Congress of Mathematicians
which was held in Kyoto in 1990. And I am very happy to have a possibility to visit Japan again and
meet my friends here.

Japan is the country of the extremely high culture and technology. Here everyone can find many

interesting things for himself. So I enjoy the life in Japan and the Japanese culture as well as my
research work. Tokyo has many very interesting buildings, parks, beautiful temples and shrines.
Anywhere I see friendly people. I am very like also that Japanese people keep national traditions very
carefully.

I am very grateful to Professor Masahiro Yamamoto for this invitation.

Edward Henry Twizell % H 84



I am employed as the Professor of Mathematics at Brunel University, which is located about 10km

from London's Heathrow airport in the U.K. I am also the Associate Dean for International Relations
in the Faculty of Technology and Information Systems at Brunel University.

My research interests have been primarily in the numerical solution of parabolic and hyperbolic

partial differential equations. I have also worked in ordinary differential equations: initial-value
problems and high-order boundary-value problems(up to order 12). In recent years my research has
turned to differential equations in the computational modelling of systems in chemistry and the
biological sciences. One of my most successful long-term projects has been in percutaneous drug
absorption with Kiyoshi Kubota, M.D.,who works in the Department of Pharmacoepidemiology,
Faculty of Medicine, here at the University of Tokyo.

This is my second visit to Japan. The first time I came was in 1989; during that visit, as the guest of

Dr Yuusuke Iso, I lectured at the University of Kyoto where I met Professor Yamamoto.
Professor Yamamoto has subsequently visited me twice at Brunel University.

My wife, Anne, is with me this time and we plan to spend our weekends taking advantage of the

cultural aspects of Japan, which make the country unique. We plan to visit many parks, buildings,
temples and shrines here in Tokyo and elsewhere.

I am very grateful to the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

for awarding me a Professorial Fellowship as an Invited British Academic; to the British Council in
Tokyo for their sponsorship of my visit; and to my hosts, the Graduate School of Mathematical
Sciences here at the University of Tokyo.

Above all, I am deeply grateful to Professor Yamamoto for nominating me, and my wife and I are
very grateful to him for helping us to settle in to our new surroundings.

Daniel Matei %5 B B Z%

I was born in Romania in 1967 in the city of Craiova,in the southern part of the country. Romania is

located in the eastern part of Europe, bordering the Black Sea and roughly covering the area north of
the Danube River traversed by the Carpathian Mountains. The southern province in which I grew up is
a fertile flat land bordered north by mountains and west, south and east by rivers, where agriculture
was the main human activity for many centuries. One man of worldly fame that hailed from that
region was the modern sculptor Brancusi whose 1907 "Kiss" can still be seen at the art museum of my
hometown. I spent in that town the first eighteen years of my life, before going to Bucharest, the
capital of Romania, to become a mathematics student at the University of Bucharest. I started there in
1986, and the 1980's were a difficult decade for my country. The fourty years of brutal communist rule
had already brought Romania to nearly total ruin. One retreat, where people could still find some
freedom of thought, was science, and Mathematics above all. Many young Romanians were attracted
to it, and I was one of them. It was no accident that in the late 1980's the Institute of Mathematics of
the Romanian Academy was closed by the communist regime and the researchers forced out. This was
probably the bleakest hour of mathematics in Romania, after almost one hundred years of
unobstructed development.

But, before I could finish my university studies, history brought to me and to many more in Eastern

Europe, the gift of freedom, and in 1990 Romania was once again, after fifty years, a free country.
That year I graduated from the University of Bucharest with a Bachelor in Mathematics in the field of
Geometry with a thesis on the moduli spaces of Yang-Mills connections. In 1991 I finished my Master
in Mathematics at the same university in the field of Topology with a thesis on knot theory and I
joined the Institute of Mathematics of the Romanian Academy in Bucharest as a junior researcher.
Thus, my life as a professional mathematician truly began, and I established my mathematical
interests in low-dimensional Topology, particularly in braid and knot theory. But this field of
mathematics, very active in the 1990's, was not proeminent then in Romania. I left in 1993 to United
States for doctoral studies, and I graduated in 1999 from Northeastern University in Boston with a
Ph.D. in Mathematics. My thesis was a study of fundamental groups of complex and real subspace



arrangements that was strongly influenced by ideas from knot theory. From 1999 to 2002 I held a
postdoctoral position at the University of Rochester. With this I had completed a wonderful tour by
experiencing the american mathematics as a student, researcher and teacher. It was a very interesting
experience, and in many ways different from my romanian years.

But soon I was to discover, coming to Japan in the autumn of 2002, at the University of Tokyo, that

although people and places may seem even more different and remote than the people and places of
my country of birth, mathematics is the same. And moreover, mathematics is one great way to know
and to learn about people and places. Mathematics may seem cold, abstract and very far from our
everyday world, but I came to believe of it as a force that brings and binds people together. And that, I
think, because mathematics it is the first and foremost about freedom of thought.
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