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Yaroslav Pugai 25 B 8(#%
I am from the Landau Institute of the Theoretical Physics, Russian Academy of Sciences.

These monthes I am very happy to have a possibility to visit the Graduate School of Mathematics,

which is one of the leading centers in the mathematical physics. Actually this is my third visit to Japan
where I always enjoy by fruitful dicsussions with collegues and by excellent conditions for a work.
Moreover, life in Japan itself, with studying elements of Japanese culture is very interesting for me.
Several years ago my knowledge on Japan and Japanese was restricted to a standard set of many
people, like kid's years tragic story on a girl who was making paper cranes to survive under leikomy
after radiation, like movies by Kurosawa, or books by Kobo Abe and Haruki Murakami.

Of course, I've read many classical works of Japanese scientists. It is funny, that among the first

scientific books I bought in school were Landau-Lifshitz course and "Holonomic quantum fields" by
Sato, Jimbo and Miwa. That time I just studied integral calculus and could not read them (and of



course I could not think I will ever be in Landau Institute or will ever be in Japan and will see the
authors of the latter book). However, in some sense science is international and one studies nothing on
the country from Yukawa model or Toda chain. Last years the sitation changed for me drastically.
Kyoto and Tokyo for me are no more "dots in a map", or "just cities situated in the vicinity of famous
mathematical institutes"; I know now many streets, parks, beautiful shrines and, what is more
essential, these are places where many friends of mine and many nice people live.
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