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Nowadays scientists travel a lot and meet on conferences. In this way I became aquainted with Prof.




Noguchi from Todai and we started to work together on joint projects,communicating by e-mail.
This fruitful cooperation apparently was the reason that I got an invitation to go for one year to

the University of Tokyo as Visiting Associate Professor, an invitation which I happily accepted.

It was my first longer stay in an Asian country. Despite much talk about "globalization" in the
newspapers people in one country often do not know much about other countries -- in fact little is
known in Germany about Asia in general or Japan in particular. Encountering Japanese culture was

a fascinating and rewarding experience for me.

I visited many places to give talks about my mathematical works (in Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Kyoto

and Nara) and on these occasions also learned a lot about the country.
Cooperating with Japanese mathematicians was very interesting and stimulating.

I want to express my gratitude to Prof. Noguchi and the University of Tokyo for inviting me, and to

all the Japanese colleagues at Todai and other places which I encountered for their hospitality.

I hope that in the future there will be opportunities for me to visit Japan again.
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