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4 Bauswein et al.

The lower bound of Mthres given by the measured total
mass of GW170817 is shown as dark blue band. The
radius Rmax of the nonrotating maximum-mass NS is
thus constrained to be larger than 9.26+0.17

�0.03 km.
Instead of using Eq. (1) it may be more realistic to

assume that the remnant was stable for at least 10 mil-
liseconds to yield the observed ejecta properties (high
masses, blue component) (Margalit & Metzger 2017;
Nicholl et al. 2017; Cowperthwaite et al. 2017). In this
case our numerical simulations suggest that Mthres �
Mtot � 0.1 M�. This strengthens the radius constraints
to R1.6 � 10.68+0.15

�0.04 km and Rmax � 9.60+0.14
�0.03 km.

Figure 2 shows these radius constraints overlaid on
mass-radius relations of di↵erent EoSs available in the
literature. Our new radius constraints for R1.6 and Rmax

derived from GW170817 exclude EoS models describing
very soft nuclear matter. For the three EoSs excluded by
our “realistic” constraint in Fig. 2, e.g. the softest EoS
in Hebeler et al. (2013), we crosschecked that numeri-
cal simulations with the binary masses of GW170817 do
indeed result in a prompt collapse.

8 10 12 14 16
R [km]

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

M
[M

�
]

excluded

excluded

GW170817

Figure 2. Mass-radius relations of di↵erent EoSs with
very conservative (red area) and “realistic” (cyan area) con-
straints of this work for R1.6 and Rmax. Horizontal lines
display the limit by Antoniadis & et al. (2013). The dashed
line shows the causality limit.

3.3. Discussion: robustness and errors

We took an overall conservative approach in this first
study. Future refinements may strengthen these con-
straints. Our way of inferring NS radii is particularly
appealing and robust because it only relies on (1) a
well measured quantity (total binary mass with reli-
able error bars), (2) a single verifiable empirical relation

(Eqs. (2) or (3)) derived from simulations, and (3) a
clearly defined working hypothesis (delayed/no collapse
of the merger remnant). All assumptions can be fur-
ther substantiated and refined by more advanced models
and future observations, and error bars can be robustly
quantified.

(1) Mass measurement: The total binary mass can
be measured with good accuracy and the error bars are
given with high confidence. We fully propagate the error
through our analysis using the low-spin prior results of
Abbott et al. (2017). If GW170817 was an asymmetric
merger as tentatively suggested by the high ejecta mass,
the true Mtot lies at the upper bound of the error band
and our radius constraints become stronger.

(2) Accuracy of empirical relations for Mthres: The
empirical relations (Eqs. (2) and (3)) are inferred from
hydrodynamical simulations (Bauswein et al. 2013a,
2016) and carry a systematic error1 and an intrinsic scat-
ter (stemming from the sample of candidate EoSs, which
do not perfectly fulfill the analytic fit). Mthres has been
numerically determined with a precision of ±0.05 M�.
Deviations between fits and numerical data are on aver-
age less than 0.03 M� and at most 0.075 M�

2. We do
not include this uncertainty in our error analysis because
the numerically determined Mthres of all tested micro-
physical candidate EoSs is significantly smaller than the
maximum of the Mthres(Mmax) sequence for the radius
given by the respective EoS3. Recall that the maxima
of the Mthres(Mmax) sequences are given by maximally
(unrealistically) sti↵ EoSs only constrained by causality.
We thus remain conservative by determining minimum
NS radii through the maxima of the sequences defined
by causality.

1 Simulations for determining Mthres and corresponding fits
employ a conformally flat spatial metric with a GW backreac-
tion scheme (Oechslin et al. 2007; Bauswein et al. 2013a), which
results in a slightly decelerated inspiral (compared to fully rela-
tivistic calculations) and thus leads to a slight overestimation of
Mthres by ⇠ 0.05 M�. We will quantify this e↵ect in future work
and emphasize that a small overestimation implies that our radius
constraints are conservative.

2 We computed Mthres for six additional EoSs not included
in Bauswein et al. (2013a) to verify this accuracy in particular for
EoS models yielding relatively small NS radii (as small as R1.6 =
10.37 km).

3 Within our sample of 17 candidate EoSs the true Mthres

is on average 0.17 M� (0.14 M� for the Rmax sequence) be-
low the maximum Mup

thres of the Mthres(Mmax, R) relation, which
well justifies to neglect the scatter in Eqs. (2) and (3). Three
EoSs (eosAU, WFF1, LS375) are relatively close to the maximum
(⇠ 0.02 M� below Mup

thres). However, these EoS models become
acausal (vsound > c), i.e. unrealistically sti↵, at densities of high-
mass merger remnants, which artificially increases Mthres. For
these EoSs we determined Mthres with a precision of ±0.025 M�.
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